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If, then, you have not been faithful in handling worldly wealth, how can you be trusted with true wealth? 

(Luke 16:11) 

 

Dear Parents, Students and Guardians,  

 

We are now in the middle of Advent, looking forward to Christmas.  As we make this journey, it is important to re-

member all of the blessings we have and give thanks for them.  We must also remember those less fortunate.  I am 

very proud of our St. B community as this month we have been collecting for Holy Crossô Christmas Hampers, sell-

ing Angels to support our Chalice Child and Marian Hour, as well as collecting for Koats for Kids.  I am also proud 

of our staff, who decided to donate a gift for a teen who would not receive one, instead of doing a Secret Santa this 

year.  All these actions tie into our Stewardship Garden of the month ï Economical Garden.  Our Economical garden 

is about handling our own wealth and using it to help others.   

 

A reminder that after the holidays we have only two weeks and exams will be starting.  With the bad news out of the 

way, I would like to wish everyone a very Happy, Joyous and Safe Christmas. 

 

She gave birth to her first son, wrapped him in cloths, and laid him in a manger---

there was no room for them to stay in the inn. 

(Luke 2:7) 

 

God Bless, 

 

Erik Persson 

 

Christmas Break December 23 - January 8 

Youth Parliament December 26 - 30 

Blast from the Past January 20 

Midterm Exams January 24 - 31 

St. B. Open House February 15 

Catholic Schoolsô Day February 17 

Louis Riel Day February 20 

the Staff at St. B. wish you a 
blessed Christmas and  
a happy new year! 

In the event of a severe winter storm, all Catholic schools will close if the Winnipeg Metro School Divisions close their 

schools.  Listen for school closures on CBC, 99.9 BOB FM, FAB 94.3, CJOB, 102 CLEAR FM, and HOT 103 FM. 
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Tending the Economical garden

Economics is about wise management of the resources of the family, and by extension, the resources of the community, 

and the resources received from the Divine Giver.  As the crown of creation, man has the honour of being Godôs vice-

regent in the world, the caretaker of creation. 

Sacred Scriptures reveal that man has not always been a good and faithful steward of divine gifts. This failure is called 

sin. God sent his Son to teach the human family how to manage divine blessings. Jesus used two important tools: pa-

tience and compassion. Life happens in an atmosphere of patience; death happens in an atmosphere of impatience. 

Without patience, life loses flavour. Compassion is the mother of justice, honesty and generosity. Without compassion, 

the weed of greed invades the human spirit. 

Excessive consumption corrodes life. A good steward maintains his life with what is necessary not with what is possi-

ble. The more things we have, the less life we have; the less things we have, the more life we have. Greed kills; greed 

kills something in the greedy and also kills some things around the greedy. Great teachers of different philosophical and 

religious traditions lived life to the fullest with less material things. That the more we have, the better we are, is a fal-

lacy. 

The principle of divine economy is that the King of the Universe became a child; divinity operated in the salvation of 

lowliness; God accomplished more with less. 

In the light of the life and teaching of Jesus, greed, waste and hoarding are sins against God and humanity. Jesus was 

born so that we may get our priorities right, that we may spend our resources responsibly, that we may be good stewards 

of the gifts we have received. 

Christmas happens whenever and wherever this is done. When we wish people, óMerry Christmasô, we are, in effect, 

wishing them the spirit of responsible stewardship. 

Merry Christmas stewards of divine blessings and a prosperous 

new year! 

Fr. Isidore 

The Parents' Guild would like to thank all who assisted in making the 2011 International Night an overwhelming suc-

cess. Whether you helped with the afternoon preparations, kitchen service, ticket sales, silent auction contributions, 

serving, cleanup... and the list goes on - please be assured that it was truly appreciated. A great big thank you also to 

the students who set up and decorated in the afternoon and those who served the food in the evening, the wonderful 

and talented entertainment, and to our tandem mother and daughter MC's - Linda and Janelle Lafantaisie who kept the 

evening moving along. And last, but definitely not least, thank you to all who supported the evening by attending the 

dinner and supporting the silent auction. International Night is the Parents' Guild's major fundraiser and this year it 

again raised in excess of $6,000 which will, in turn, be used to purchase items for the school that the students (our 

children) will benefit from. This event can only be the success it is with the active and generous participation of all 

parents/guardians. 

  

Also coming to a close is our progressive Shop Funds project. The gift cards have been received and will have been 

distributed by the time this newsletter goes to print. Thanks to all who participated in this endeavour, as well.  Our 

next meeting will be Wednesday, January 11, 2012 at 6:30 p.m. in the school library. Please consider coming to a 

meeting sharing ideas and meeting other parents.  We will be assisting with the Open House on Wednesday, February 

15th. 

  

In conclusion - we would like to take this opportunity to wish our SBDHS family a Blessed Christmas and a very 

Happy 2012! 

DECEMBER 2011/JANUARY  2012 
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Thanks to everyone who purchased the beautiful angel ornaments this year in support of our Chalice 

Child and the Marian Hour on the radio.  It was a celestial success, selling out in record time!  The 

angels were literally flying out of here! 

A BIG THANK YOU to the ANGEL BRIGADE  (both Youth Ministry members and volunteers) 

who sold innumerable angels during lunch and during parent-teacher interview days.  You are all God-

sent! 
 

Youth Ministry wants to THANK  YOU! 

We have been a busy bunch in the last few weeks, collecting and organizing for the Holy Cross Christmas hampers, Ko-

ats for Kids, Villa Rosa and selling Christmas Angels for our Chalice Child.  

Thank you to all who have supported our Youth Ministry  

goals this semester. 

Have a Blessed Christmas and a Joyful New Year! 

Youth Ministry Team 

School Plan News 

The school year is well underway and the school plan for 2011-2012 is being implemented.  In September, the school 

plan was posted on the school website.  Since then, stakeholders in our St. B. community have had an opportunity to 

peruse the plan.  A meeting of stakeholders will be held to review the plan.  Stakeholders will be encouraged to provide 

input, reactions, and suggestions for the successful completion of the plan. 

The meeting is planned for Wednesday, January 18th, 2012, in the school library, at 7:00 PM. 

So check out the school plan one more time and come to the meeting ready to participate. 

Grad Committee News 
The St. B. Grad Committee would like to thank all who supported our cookie dough/muffin fundraiser.  Pick-up date for 

the cookies will be December 20th in the cafeteria, at 3:15 p.m.   

We have also sent home order forms for Grad sweats.  The date for orders is Friday, December, 16th. 

Cell phones and driving don't mix 

 

Your safest option is to turn your cell phone off while you are driving. However, if you leave your phone on, here are 

some other tips that will help reduce your risk: 

Pull over and stop your vehicle in a safe place before using your cell phone to talk or text. 

If your phone rings while you're driving, let the call go to voice mail and listen to 

it later when you are parked. 

Never use your cell phone in heavy traffic or bad weather - you need to focus 

even more in these types of conditions. 

If possible, let a passenger take and make all calls. 

One final point - never call someone who you know is on the road unless it is an 

emergency. You are putting them and others around them in danger. 

 

Posted from http://www.gov.mb.ca/drivers/phones_and_driving.html 
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GRADE 11 RETREAT 
 

The highlights for me during the retreat were the talks and the games.  The talks were really relatable and helped show me that 

Iôm not alone in facing certain problems and other people like me have gone through those things, and gotten past them with their 

faith in God.  The games helped me get some time to play around with people I didnôt talk to that often, which was cool.  Overall, 

it was a great retreat. 

J.P. Austria 
 

I honestly thought that it was one of the best retreats I have experienced so far at St. B.  All of us are now fairly close with each 

other, so nothing was really awkward, and it didnôt really matter which people we were grouped with because we all knew each 

other already.  I had a good day bonding more with my friends.  I like the pizza too, heehee. 

Mary Grace Leyson 
 

The retreat was a blast!  We played some awesome games, had fun activities and sang  wonderful songs together.  I really liked 

the testimonies that every person gave because it made me realize that they all had some rough times in their lives but at the end, 

God was there to help them out. 

Jasmine Gabriel 
 

This yearôs grade 11 retreat was a fun experience that opened all of our eyes to the god works of God and strengthened our Chris-

tian faith.  Our retreat leaders were genuine people and the guest speakers were truly inspirational. 

Kaitlyne L. 
 

I learned a lot of things in the retreat.  One thing is that God loves and accepts me for who I am no matter what.  The personal 

stories of different people also touched me.  I learned various life lessons from their stories.  Aside from these, I liked the pizza 

that we had for lunch. 

Josh 
 

I felt that retreat made me feel closer with my friends.  I had the chance to get to know them better.  It was a day full of happiness 

and sincerity.  Sincerity because during the sharing or reflecting part, some of us became open.  One of my most unforgettable 

moment in high school life. 

A.J. Joaquin 
 

This is my third year in St. B and our retreats are just getting better.  It was great to see my old friends, although some had moved 

to different schools, the majority of them stayed.  This year, our retreat was really something special.  We all know each other and 

are familiar with one another.  We have more fun and the more we spent time together, we become more comfortable and our 

insecurities slowly fade away.  This retreat helped us to bond and I loved how each group ended up being a mixed group.  In that 

way, we were able to talk to other people who we donôt usually talk and hang out with.  I loved the songs even though only a few 

people sang!  Also, the group leaders (CFC) were AMAZING!  I loved my group leader!  She was very energetic, positive, 

smiley and very nice.  I thought that maybe the food couldôve been different this year, but we all survived.  Overall, it was a great 

day/experience and itôs just nice to have a day off from school and have fun and we sure did!  Thank you Youth Ministry Leaders 

(Janelle and Sheryl), Iôm excited for next year already! 

Katrina Cerilo 

GRADE 12 RETREAT 

The grade 12 retreat was sincerely the best retreat of my 4 years at SBDHS and I really can't wait for the next one!  

I think that we, specifically my table group, were able to really connect and it was nice to have a day with my class where we 

could hang out and get to know each other all over again.  

The music was AMAZING! Mr. Madden and Miss Van Der Aa did so well together and at a few songs the class just got so into it 

in a way that was beautiful and really touched my heart!  

The CSE Outreach team did a really good job too and I enjoyed listening to what they had to say.  

I don't mean to be cheesy, but I love my class and would do almost anything for any of them.  I can't wait to spend the rest of the 

year with them and keep growing with all the plans that God has for us here, and in the future!  

-Janelle Lafantaisie  

DECEMBER 2011/JANUARY  2012 
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WE DAY   http://www.weday.com/about   November 23, 2011 

At We Day, youth from across North America joined together to celebrate the positive actions they are taking and to 

build the momentum of the movement of young people making a difference in their communities and around the world. 

Through We Day, youth learn that it is cool to care.  The We Day movement lives online at Weday.com, an online hub 

dedicated to educating, engaging and empowering a generation of socially conscious youth.  Featuring videos by world-

renowned celebrities and speakers, newspaper articles about timely global and social issues, and countless other re-

sources, Weday.com is social justice education at its best. 

On November 23rd 50 students and several staff from  St. Boniface attended the We Day at the MTS Centre.  Guest 

speakers included former Vice President Al Gore, actress and activist Mia Farrow, local youth celebrity Hannah Taylor 

of the Ladybug Foundation, music group Hedley, former Prime Minister Paul Martin, the Man in Motion himself, Rick 

Hansen, Shaun Desman, and Michel Chikwanine. 

I have always had the idea that I would like, somehow, to 

change the world.  When Craig [Kielburger] spoke, he made it 

possible for me. I am not afraid to take that chance to give 

back! "We Day is the movement of our time!" 

By Kayla Verot, Grade 10 

After listening to [Spencer Westôs] story, and how he redefined what the word 

impossible meant, I made myself a deal.  I said that I would never say that I 

canôt, because if a grown man fought a disease and is now going to be climbing 

a mountain on his hands, then I can change the world.  I know I can make it 

better if I believe in myself. 

By Natalia Wycislak, Grade 9 

I am so blessed that I was able to take part in We day.  This event 

helped to redefine ñMe to We,ò not how itôs defined in the dictionary, 

but how we feel that it should be defined in our hearts. 

By Dohyun Kim, Grade 12 

We Day really changed my opinion from ñMeò to  ñWe.ò  Before, I had al-

ways wanted to make a difference and help the world, but I always considered 

it as being just me against the problem, alone, on  a one-man mission to 

change it.  When I came back from We Day, I knew I had 16,000 other stu-

dents beside me, ready to help.  As Al Gore put it, ñWE are the future, and 

together WE will make the world a better place for everyone!ò 

By Michael Lachowicz, Grade 12 

 


